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The e King 8 e to » Haves Earl 


of LEVEN produced, and ordered” to 
be recorded. 


being convened and Souftitined; there was pro- 
_ duced to them, by the Right Honourable PA- 
VID Earl of Leven, the King's Commiſſion, 
ſealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 
to * kept and uſed in re in place of the Great 


Edinburgh, Mey 26. 176. . RW. 
| \H E General Aſſembly af: this National Chureks . 


1 Seal | 
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4 The Ads of the 

Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Maje- 
ſty's High Commiſſioner and ag in this Af- 
ſembly ; which Commiſſion was p licly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 

the Books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows: 


FAEORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magnæ Britannie, Francie, 
et Hibernie Rex, Fide: Defenſar: Omnibus probis ho- 
minibus, ad quos prafentes liters noſtra pervenerint, Salutem. 
Quandoquidem nos confiderantes, quod generalis eccigſiæ Scotiæ 
conventus in diem vigeſimum Maii proximi convemre ordinatus 
fuit; noſque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſſarium efſe ju- 
dicantes in commodum difte ecclefie, ut idem generalis eccleſia = 
conventus die flatuto debite obſervetus, atgus rehus magni mo- 
menti nos alio vocantibut, dicto conventui pet/ortaliter intereſſe 
nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatisfatti de fidelitate et ſuſficientia 
"IF fideliſſimi et dilectiſimi noſtri conſanguinei, Davidis Comitis de | 
Leven, quod ad ſummum munus ſupremi ugſtri Commiſſionarii 
ad didum generalem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum 
uſquequaque fit mſtrufius , Noveritis igitur, nos nominaſſe, con- 
3 flituiſſe, et ordinaſſe, ficuti tenore præſentium, nominamus, con- 
4 fritumus, et ordinamus, memoratum, fideliſſimum et prædilectiſſi- 
mum noftrum - conſanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven, 
| fupremum nofirum Commiſſionarium dicto generals ecclefie Sco- 
| tiæ conventui, dando et concedendo illi plenam noftram poteſta-- 
| „ commiſſionem, et warrantum, ſacram noſtram perſonam et 
| auforitatem regalem repreſentandi, nec non preſentiam noſtram 
=, ſupplendi, et locum noftrum in dicto ſubſequente generali conven- 
lu, tanquam Commiſſionario ngſtro ad hune ęffectum ſpecialiter 
conſtituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium et munus Commiſ- 
Honarii pro generali ecclefiae conventu peragendi, tam plene adeo- 
que libere in quovis reſpedtu, quam quilibet alius in eo ſummo 
munere fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore pratterito facere potuerat, ve! 
ac fi nos ißſi perſonaliter l facere potuerimus. Nuueque 
omnia et ſingula quae diftus David Comes de Leven m Bac 
nofira commiſſione proſequenda lægitime faciet, ſeu fieri ordinabit, 
vos firmiter approbamus, et habituri ſumus. Oninibus et ſin gu- 
is inſuper difte ecclefie paſtoribus, et preſbyteris ceteriſque qui- 
buſcunque, intra illam partem Magnæ Britannie Scotiam voca- . 
tam, fubditis' noftris, cujuſcunque gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dic- 
tum Davidem Comitem de Leven, tanquam ſupremum 
noftrum Commiſſionarium, quoad effettum et modum ſupra men- 
Honalum, revereantur, agnoſcant, et diffo'iffius audientes ſe præ- 
 beant, firifte præcipimus et imperamus : ' Atque banc noſtram com- 
mſionem dicto vigeſims die Maii proximi incipere, et deinen 
durante ſubſequente feſtone didi generalis' cunventus in vigor 
my 925 e cantinuare; 


/ 
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| via] 3 , vel uſque dum a nobis n 4 - 
exonerabitur. In cujus rei teftimontum, Ppragſentibus, Sigillum 
ugſtrum per Unions traftatum cuftodiend, et in Scotia, vice e. 


loco Magni Sigilli * wn wtend. ordingt. appendi mandavi- 


menſit 
fimo-quarto, 1. 5 5 anno vigeſimo-quarto. 
naturam manu S. D. Iv. regis are. e 
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The Kin xno's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, . preſented to them 
by his Marel; $ Commiſſioner. : 


GEORGE K- e 


lonr REVEREND and well beloved, We greet. you 
well. It is with great ſatisfaction We now repeat 
| the aſſurance of Our favourable diſpoſition towards the 


and Virtue, have met” with Our Gracious Approbation. 


and N to Our Perſon and Government, We can- 


Privileges as by Law eſtabliſhed. 


the minds of thoſe committed to your char 
reverence towards Almighty God, and an umble gra- 
titude to His Divine Providence for His 5 


PE — 
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mus; apud aulam noftram afpud St James 4, decimo quinto dis 
i Aprilis, anno Domini millgimo ſeptingentgſmo er Frags af At 


Church of Scotland, as your conſtant and zealous en- 
| deayours hitherto, for the promotion of true Religion 


And having the moſt convincing proofs of your loyalty 


not now refrain from declaring Our firm reſolution to 
ſupport the Church of Scotland, in all its Rights and | 


We have no doubt that the ſame laudable nk | 
of Religion and Virtue will be ſhewn at the preſent - 
meeting, and that you will be diligent in inſtilling into 
, a devout 


| Mercies, and that vou will be ſteady, and perſevere in 
the ſuppreſſion of impiety and immorality. In objects ſo 
eſſential to the general peace and happineſs of 9 „ 
you may be aſſured of Our W to „ r 


— 
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We have again appointed Our Right Truſty and Right 
Well-beloved Couſin, David Earl of Leven, to repreſent 
Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, being well ſatisfied 
of his loyalty, integrity and zeal for Our ſervice, and of 
his particular affection for the Church of Scotland. | 
In full confidence that charity, brotherly love and 

unanimity, will prevail in all your proceedings in the 
buſineſs before you, and that you will bring the preſent 
Meeting to a happy concluſion, We bid you heartily 
farewel. 


Given at Our Court at St James's, the 3d day 
of May 1784, in the twenty-fourth year of 


Our Reign. 
| By his Majeſty's Command, | 
RE. =: 
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The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
EKing's moſt gracious Letter. 


* 


| May it pi your Majghy, 


| | hace letter with which your Majeſty hath honoured 
| this meeting. of the National Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, was received with the reſpect and grati- ' 
tude due to ſo diſtinguiſhed a mark of Royal Favour. 
Your Majeſty's gracious approbation of the conduct 
of former Aſſemblies, is a ſtrong incitement to us to 
continue thoſe zealous endeavours for the promotion 
of true Religion and Virtue, which have procured to 
them this honourable teſtimony. We have entire confi- 
_ .dencein your Majeſty's favourable diſpoſition towards the 
Church of Scotland: And we receive every repeated 
Ki =_ Aaeclaration 


General aua, 1 784. =D 


declaration” of your firm dae en te fupport our 
Church in all its Rights and Privileges; as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed, as a pleaſing reward of our loyalty and affection 
to your Majeſty's Perſon and Government. 

It ſhall be our conſtant ſtudy, in our conduct, to 
hold forth to thoſe who are committed to our charge, 
examples of Religion and Virtue, to inſtil into their 
minds a devout reverence towards Almighty God, and 
an humble gratitude to His Divine Providence for His 
innumerable Mercies, and to exert all our influence · in 
the ſuppreſſion of impiety and immorality. We rejoice 
that we are the ſubjects of a Prince who is a pattern of 
piety and virtue to his people, who, as a nurſing Father 
of the Church, calls its Miniſters, by his authority, ta 
the faithful diſcharge of the duties of their ſacred func- 
tion, and from whom they are aſſured of receiving every 
poſſible aſſiſtance, in promoting thoſe objects which are 
moſt eſſential for the a peace om happinefs of 
ſociety. 

We beg leave to return our grateful acknowledge- 
ments to your Majeſty, for your attention to the propa- 
ation of the principles of the reformed Religion in the 
Highlands and. Iſlands of Scotland. Your Majeſty's 
Royal Donation, for that pious and uſeful end, ſhall be 

applied with the moſt prudent care. 

| "The inviolable and warm attachment, which the An- 
ceſtors of the Earl of Leven ſhewed to the civil and re- 
ligious liberties of their country, his own exemplary 
regard to Religion, his affection to the Church of Scot- 
land, and the many amiable virtues by which his cha- 
rater is diſtinguiſhed, render your Majeſty's nomina- 
tion of that Noble Lord, to repreſent your Royal Per- 
ſon, a moſt acceptable mark of your attention to this 
Aſſembly. | | | 

We ſhall endeavour to maintain in all our proceed- 
ings, that charity, brotherly love, and unanimity, which 
your Majeſty has been pleaſed to recommend, and with- 
out which, we are ſenſible that the deciſions. of an Ec- 
clefiaſtical Aſſembly cannot fully produce the good ef- 
fects intended. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may protect your Perſon, andeſtabliſh your Throne 
in righteouſneſs : That he may pour down his beſt bleſ- 
ſings upon our gracious Queen, his Royal Highneſs the 

Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that, 
after reigning long with wiſdom and felicity upon earth, 

| vou 


1 JVC 


you may enter into thoſe happy Regions, where pious 
and virtuous Princes ſhall receive an unfading crown, 
are the earneſt prayers of, 7 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 1 155 


\ 


And moſt loyal ſubject s 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


JOHN DRYSDALE, Moderator. | 
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The General Aſſembly's Addreſs to his 
Majeſty. 5 6 


wr ts. 
R a? 
„3 : 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


WE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 
the Miniſters and Elders met together in the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave, 
with all humility and reſpect, to approach your Ma- 
jeſty's Throne, and, with that affection which we owe 
to our Gracious Sovereign, to aſſure your Majeſty of our 
_ fincere and inviolable attachment to your Royal Perſon, 
Family and Government. „ 5 
Senſible of the many ineſtimable bleſſings, which theſe 
Kingdoms, and this Church in particular, derive from the 
beneficent reign of a Prince, who is ſo juſtly eſteemed 
as the affectionate Father of his people, we feel our- 
ſelves deeply intereſted in every event which is con- 
ducive to the proſperity and happineſs of your Majeſty's 
F amily, While we rejoice in ſuch events as contri- 


buting 


1 


< 


ere 
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buting to your Majeſty' s domeſtic felicity, we are at 
the ſame time convinced that they afford additional ſe- 


curity to thoſe Privileges, both ſacred and civil, which 
this Nation have had the happineſs to enjoy, under the 


auſpicious government of your Majely, and of your il- 
luſtrious Anceſtors. 8 : 
Animated by theſe ſentiments, we do, with the moſt 


cordial ſatisfaction, and with the moſt devout gratitude 


to Almighty God, the ſoyereign Diſpoſer of all events, 


_ congratulate your Majeſty, that, fince the laſf meeting 
of the General Aſſembly, God, in his kind Providence, 
hath been pleaſed to add to your Majeſty's Family, by « 


the birth of another Princeſs, and to gratify the ardent 
wiſhes of all your Majeſty's loyal Subjects, by the happy 


recovery of your Royal Conſort, our moſt Gracious 5 


Queen, from her late indiſpoſition. Eo 52 3 


That God may be graciouſly pleaſed to pteſerve your 
Majeſty? s. moſt-yahiable life for a bleſſing to your king- 
dom and people: That he may take under his merciful 
3 our moſt Gracious Queen, his Royal High- 


neſs the Prince of Wales, and all your Royal Family : 
Thas the deſcendents of your Majeſty's illuſtrious Houle, 


y. fit on the Britiſh Throne, and be eminent Pro- 


fla the liberties of all your, Majeſty's dominions 
to the lateſt poſterity; and that your: Majeſty,” after a 
long, a glorious, and a happy Reign, over a free and 


faithful people, may at laſt, through the merits of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord be rewarded with a crown of immortal 


glory in the Kingdom of Heaven, are, and ever Gall 
1550 * moſt fervent: cen of, I aac 0 | 
May: it death your Maj jofty, - Gate dgr 7 11, 

Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 1703 

7 11 Moſt obedient. 104351194 
ek | And moſt loyal Subjects, PL REF 
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— The Minifters alid Elders met in this! National . 


ere of che anch. of e 


t ; 441. 
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A3 U 27 Signed in pur name, 9047 


2 1 II Oür preſence, ieee Tas 1 
111 Anda at our appointment, by | 
1 + of: JOHN DRYSDALE, A; Moderator \ . 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majeſty" 8 Royal 
Bounty for that end. 


HE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do, nominate 

and appoint the Reverend Dr John Dryſdale, one of 

; the miniſters of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the mi- 

a niiſters who are members of the Preſbytery of Edin- 

: burgh, Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, Mr George Gor- 

ö don at Mortlich, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, Mr 

| John Grant at Boharm, Mr Lewis Grant at Cromdale, 5 

| Mr John Grant at Kinguiſie, Mr William Gordon at 
Urquhart, Mr John Reid at Duffus, Mr Alexander Watt 
at Forres, Mr James Gillan at Kinloſs, Mr Patrick Dun- 
bar at Nairn, Mr Pryſe Campbell at Arderfier, Mr Alex- | 
ander Fraſer at Kirkhill, Mr William smith at Pettie, 
Dr Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, 1 
Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kilmaly, Mr James Grant at 
Urquhart, Mr Donald M Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Martin 
M Pherſon at Slate, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, 
Mr Hugh Monro at Wig, Mr Allan M' Queen at North 
Uiſt, Mr John M*Leod at Harris, Mr John M*Queen at 
Applecroſs, Mr Colin M'Iver at Glenelg, Mr William 
Keith at Kildonan, Mr William Gun at Golſpie, Mr 
Alexander Nicolſon at Thurſo, Mr John Moriſon at Ca- 
niſby, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Dr Henry 

_ Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr Bryce Johnſton at Hollywood, 
Mr John Dickie at Langholm, Mr John Scott at 'Twine- 
holm, Mr Archibald M*Lea at Rothſay, Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr Robert Thomſon at Kilean, Mr 

Alexander Hoſſack at Jura and Colonſa, Mr John Smith 

ll at Campbelton, Mr Hugh Campbell at Kilmartin, Mr 

lf Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardhat- 

ton, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, Mr Donald 


Skinner at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald M*Coll at Tir- 
| rie, 
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rie, Mr Thomas Biſſet at Logierait, Mr Alexander Duff 
at Tibbermuir, Mr David Dickſon at Bothkennar, Mr 
John Wright at 'Trinitygaſk, Mr Robert Stirling at Port, 
Mr Alexander Daling at Clieſh, Mr James Reid at King- 
laſſie, Mr George Campbell at Cupar, Dr Gerard at 
Aberdeen, Mr Spence Oliphant at Largo, Profeſſor 
George : Hill, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, Mr John 
Webſter at Inverarity, Mr John Gibſon at. Mains, Mr 
Alexander Mackie at Arbroath, Mr Charles Niſbet at 
Montroſe, Mr David Forbes at Laurencekirk, Dr Duncan 
Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr 
Robert Lumſden at Kildrumy, Mr John Roſe at Udney, 
Mr Robert Gauld at Kilſalmond, Mr James Johnſton at 
Crimond, Mr William . Moir at Fyvie, Mr Andrew 
Skene at Banff, Dr Walter Anderſon at Churnſide, Mr 
Robert Douglas at Gallaſhiels, Mr Donaldſon at Wam- 
phry, Mr Archibald Bonar at Glaſgow, Mr Finlay at 
Paiſley, Miniſters; the Honourable Mr Baron Gordon, 


Thomas Hogg, Eſq; advocate, Dr Gregory Grant, Edin- 


burgh, Mr Thomas Gordon, clerk to the Signet, Mr Lu- 


dovick Grant, junior, writer in Edinburgh, Mr John 


| 2 © Lothian merchant, Edinburgh, Bailie William Galloway 


. .. merchant, Edinburgh, Bailie John Walker merchant in + 


Edinburgh, Donald Smith treaſurer of the city of Edin- 
burgh, Mr Andrew Croſbie advocate, Mr William Ro- 
bertſon procurator for the Church, Mr Iſaac Grant wri- 

ter to the Signet, Bannatyne William M*Leod, Eſq; ad- 
vocate, Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, Mr James Horn 


Vriter to the Signet, Mr Robert Cullen advocate, Mr 


Andrew M*Cara merchant, Edinburgh, Profeſſor Andrew 
| Dalziel, the Honourable Henry Erſkine, Archibald 
. MDowal Eſq; Dean of Guild, Mr Archibald Mercer 

- merchant, Mr John Gloag merchant, the Lord Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, Convener» William Jamieſon, Profeſſor 
John Hill, the Right Honourable Lord Chief Baron, the 
Right Honourable Lord Preſident, the Right Honourable 
Henry Dundas, Mr Solicitor-General, Mark Pringle Eſq; 
advocate, Mr Richard Tod merchant, Leith, Mr Walter 
Scott merchant, Edinburgh, Alexander Ferguſon Eſq; 


advocate, Alexander Gordon Eſq; of Culvenan, advocate, 
Mr James Dickſon bookſeller, Edinburgh, Mr John Had- 


doway merchant, Leith, Alexander Wight Eſq; advocate, 
James Colquhoun younger of Luſs, Eſq; the Right Ho- 
- nourable Lord Henderland, Mr Archibald Fletcher-wri- 
ter to the Signet, Sir John Belſches Baronet, Bailie James 
Gentle, Dr John Steedman phyſician, Edinburgh, * An- 
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drew Duncan phyſician, Mr Richard Lake writer to the 
Signet, Mr Thomas Duncan writer, Edinburgh, Alexan- 
der Burnet, Eſq; advocate, Mr William Leſhe clerk to 
the Signet, Mr John Taylor clerk to the Signet, Mr 
Alexander Forbes writer, Mr John Robertion vri- 
ter, Mr John Ruſſell junior, writer, Mr George Robin- 
fon writer, Walter Dunbar, Eſq; Mr William M Donald 
writer, John Clerk of Elden, Eſq; Ruling Elders, to be a 
Committee of this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the 

knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and pro- 
faneneſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe 
ends, according to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant 
to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the 
Committee are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go 
to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due information, 
to be the moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign 
expreſſed in his warrant; and, in ſo doing, that they 
have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, 


Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, 


Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the 


Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall 


find, by reaſon, of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of 
Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy circumſtances, 
to be in the greateſt diſtreſs: And they ſhall take care, 
that the perſons they employ be certified, and found, up- 


on due trial, to be: properly qualified for theſe reſpective 


offices, of guod abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and 
converſation, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ma- 
jeſty, and of competent {kill in the principles of Divinity, 


and particularly in Popith controverſies : Such Preachers 


and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, 
and under the inſpection of the Preſbyteries of the bounds 
to which they are ſent, who are to take care that the or- 
ders of the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And 
the Preachers are alſo: appointed to catechiſe, and both 
they and the Catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe 
to houſe, and to viſit the ſick; and, in all their labour, 


among the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 


ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, 


and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 


our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the Committee are empowered to give them ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet ; which inſtructions the Preachers and Cate- 
chiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Al- 


ſembly do further appoint the ſaid Committee, to have a 
A particular 
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particular regard in their proceedings, to the regulations 
agreed upon by the Committee of the Aſſembly for ma- 
naging the Royal Bounty, on the zoth of September 
1730, approven by frequent Aſſemblies : And to take 

care that Preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the 
ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: Particular- 
ly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to in- 
ſort in their regiſters, the Committee's appointments of 
the deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral 
miſſionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all 
the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionaries, 
and in giving of certificates to them ; and to direct all 


their letters, concerning miſſionaries in their bounds, 


only to the Moderator of the Committee ; which letters 
ſhall be ſigned, at the appointment of the Preſbytery, by 
the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does 
diſcharge any payment to be made of the ſalaries of the 
miſſionaries, except upon receipts from the miſſionaries 
themſelves, and upon certificates from the Preſbyteries, 
bearing, That they have ſerved for the time mentioned 


in the receipts: And that every Catechiſt, who receives 


a ſalary from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the 
pariſhioners or gentlemen of the diſtrict ſhall pay a cer- 


tain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall inſert, in the body 


of his receipt to the caſhier, a declaration that he has 
received the particular ſum ſpecified ; and that the at- 
teſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in Iike manner bear, that 
the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it 
being underſtood by this reſolution, that the ſeveral ſta- 


tions, with regard to which ſuch conditions were origi- 


nally made by the Committee, when no ſuch declaration 
of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſbytery, as is 
now propoſed, is received by the caſhier, ſhall be after- 
wards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though the Catechiſt 
ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for the time he 
is certified to have performed his duty. That a journal 
of the itinerant's labours in the minittry, of the miſſion 
committed to him, be written on the back of the Pref. 
bytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certifi- 
cate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower the ſaid «+ 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them; and that they 
| D | are 
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are to keep Aa regiſter of their proceedings, and like- 
wiſe diſtinct books of accounts, how. the foreſaid money 
is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned 
who pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Of the perſons above 
named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 

But it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year 1s to be appro- 
ved and determined, not lefs than fourteen ſhall be the 
quorum, whereof nine ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid 
Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four ſtated diets of the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the ſaid hour ; with power to the ſaid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and places as 
they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient : And they 

are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of * 
General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned, They are 
likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall {ee cauſe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 


miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 


do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and or- 
dered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accompts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeity's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perſon once employed-and inſert in 


the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but 


by the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but 
it ſhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in the 

mean 
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mean time, the perſon complained of, and the Preſby- 


the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 


on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct- 


ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Preſbyte- 


ries concerned, fuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 


ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner; and that the Committee, at 


their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 


deayour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 
and if they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new 
ftatian, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections a- 
gainſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of miſſionaries, c. do not exceed the ſum in 
the grant. | | FLY 
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VI. 


C ne to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing affairs referred to 
: them. | 3 


1 General Aſſembly, conſidering there are ſome 
4 affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr John Dryſdale, one 

of the miniſters of Edinburgh, their Moderator ; from 
the preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Francis Forbes at 
Grange, Mr George Gordon at Mortlich, miniſters, the 


Right Honourable Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from 


the prefbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at In- 
veraven, Mr John Grant at Boharm, miniſters, Thomas 
Hogs, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Abernethy, Mr Lewis Grant at Cromdale, Mr John 

18 Anderſon 


tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac- 
quainted of ſuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be re- 
quired to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of 
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Anderſon at Kinguiſie, , miniſters, Dr Gregory Grant 
phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr 
John Reid at Duffus, miniſters, Mr Thomas Gordon 
clerk to the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Forres, Mr Alexander Watt at Forres, Mr James Gil- 
lan at Kinloſs, miniſters, Walter Dunbar, Eſq; ruling - 
elder ; from the burgh of Forres, Mr Ludovick Grant, 
junior, writer in Edinburgh; from the preſbytery of 
Nairn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr Pryſe Campbell 
at Arderſier, miniſters, Mr John Lothian merchant in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Inver- 
neſs, Mr Alexander Frazer at Kirkhill, Mr William 
Smith at Pettie, miniſters, Bailie William Galloway 
inerchant in Edmburgh, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Inverneſs, Alexander Baillie of Dockfour, Eſq; 
from the preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr Robert Monro at 

_ Kilmuir Weſter, Mr Alexander Wood at Roſemarkie, 
' miniſters, Bailie John Walker merchant in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Tain, Mr George 
Douglas at Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fern, miniſters, 
the Right Honourable Lord Ankerville, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant at 
Urray, Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, miniſters, Donald 
Smith, Eſq; treaſurer of the city of Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Abertarph, Mr Alexander 
Frazer at Kilmaly, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, mi- 
niſters, James Frazer, Eſq; of Gortoleg, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Sky, Mr Donald M*Queen at 
Kilmuir, Mr Martin M*Pherſon at Slate, miniſters, Mr 
Andrew Croſbie, advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, Mr 
Hugh Monro at Wig, miniſters, Mr William Robertſon 
Procurator for the Church, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Uiſt, Mr Allan M' Queen at North Uiſt, Mr 
John M'Leod at Harris, miniſters, Alexander M*Leod, 
Eſq; of Harris, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Loch- 
carron, Mr John M' Queen at Applecroſs, Mr Colin M'Iver 
at Glenelg, miniſters, Bannatyne William M*Leod, Eſq; 

11 advocate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Dor- 
ll nock, Mr William Keith at Kildonan, Mr William Gun 
lj at Golſpie, mmiſters, Dr Hugh M*Leod, ruling elder ; 
| from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr Alexander Nicol- 

ſon at Thurſo, Mr John Moriſon at Caniſby, miniſters, 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Wick, Mr James Horn writer to the Sig- 

| | net : 
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net; from the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr James Aliſon 


at Holm, Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, miniſters, Mr 
Robert Cullen, advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Cairſton, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, Mr John 
Falconer at Stromneſs, miniſters, Mr Andrew M*Cara, 
merchant, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of North Ifles, Mr William Clouſton at Croſs, Burneſs, 
Mr John Anderſon at Stronſa and Ada, minifters, Wil- 
liam Wemyls, Eſq; writer to the fignet ; from the preſ— 

bytery of Zetland, Mr William Jack at Northmaving, Mr 
David MfRobert at Neſting, miniſters, Profeſſor Andrew 
Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Edinburgh, Mr Henry Lundie, Dr Robert Henry, Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Chieſly at Corſtorphin, Dr John M*Far- 
lane, Canongate, Dr Andrew Hunter, Edinburgh, mini- 
ſters, the Honourable Henry Erſkine, advocate, Dean of 
Guild MDowall, Mr Archibald Mercer, merchant, ru- 
ling elders ; from the city of Edinburgh, the Right Ho- 
nourable John Grieve, preſent Lord Provoſt, Convener 
William Jamieſon ; from the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 


Profeſſor John Hill; from the preſbytery of Linlithgow, 


Mr Charles Wilkie at Eccleſmachen, Mr James Paton at 
Torphichen, Mr John Scotland at Linlithgow, Mr James 
Dobie at Mid-Calder, miniſters, Sir William Auguſtus 
Cuningham, Mr John Gloag, merchant, Edinburgh, ru- 


ling elders; from the burgh of Linlithgow, Provoſt Ro- 


bert Clark; from the burgh of Queensferry, Captain 
James Taylor in Queensferry ; from the preſbytery of 
Biggar, Mr William Howe at Skerling, Mr James Finlay- 
ſon at Symington, Mr William Lockhart at Coulter, mi- 


niſters, Mr John Miller in Dienfire, ruling elder ; from 


the preſbytery of Peebles, Mr Thomas Muſhet at Tweedſ- 
muir, Dr James Moffat at Newlands, miniſters, the Right 
Honourable Lord Chief Baron, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Peebles, Andrew, Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; 


from the preſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle 


at Invereſk, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr John Pa- 
ton at Laſwade, miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord 
Preſident, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Haddington, 
Provoſt Patrick M*Clarran ; from the burgh of North 
Berwick, Bailie William Swinton; from the preſbytery 
of Dunbar, Mr.John Chanie at Whitekirk, Mr John Lun- 
die at Old Hamſtocks, minifters, Robert Hunter of Thur- 
ſton, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dunſe, 
Mr Robert Douglas at Buncle, Mr Adam Murray at 
Eccles, miniſters, Matthew Sandilands of Couſton, Eſq; 
1 2 E | ruling 
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nung elder; : from the preſbytery of Churnſide, Dr Wal- 


ter Anderſon at Churnfide, Mr James Bell at Coldſtream, 
miniſters, John Stewart, Eſq; younger, of Allanbank, ru- 


ling elder ; ; from the preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr Robert 
Turnbull at Sprouſton, Mr Andrew Bell at Roxburgh, 
miniſters, the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, ruling 


elder ; from the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Ric- 
calton at Hopekirk, Mr James Richardſon at Oxnam, 
Mr William Burn at Minto, miniſters, Robert Dundas, 
Eſq; his Majeſty's Solicitor-General, ruling elder ; from 


the preſbytery of Lauder, Mr James Ford at Lauder, Mr 
William Gullan at Legerwood, miniſters, the Right Ho- 


nourable the Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder ; from the 


preſbytery of Selkirk, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaſhiells, 
Mr Thomas Sharp at Ettrick, miniſters, Mark Pringle, 
Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Selkirk, 


Mr Richard Tod, merchant in Leith; from the preſby- 


tery of Annan, Mr James Smail at Dornock, Mr William 
Hardy-Moncrieff at Annan, miniſters, Sir William Max- 
well of Springkell, Baronet, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Annan, Mr Walter Scott, merchant, Edinburgh; from 
the preſbytery of Langholm, Mr John Dickie at Lang- 
holm, Mr Richard Scott at Ewes, miniſters, Gideon Ru- 


therford of Greenpark, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the 


preſbytery of Lochmaben, Mr Joſeph Ferguſon at Tun- 
dergarth, Mr David Donaldſon at „ Mr Tho- 
mas Henderſon at Dryſdale, miniſters, Mr John Coup- 


land of Minygape, ruling elder; from the burgh of 
Lochmaben, Alexander Ferguſon, Eſq; of Craigdarroch; 


from the preſbytery of Penpont, Mr Andrew Yorſtoun 
at Cloſeburn, Mr John Robertſon at Kirkconnel, mini- 
ſters, Mr William Hamilton in Sanquhar, ruling elder; ; 
from the preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr Bryce Johnſton at 
Hollywood, Mr William Burnſide at Dumfries, Mr Jo- 
ſeph Kirkpatrick at Dunſcore, miniſters, Alexander Gor- 
don: of Culvennan, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Dumfries, John Dickſon, Eſq; late Provoſt 
of Dumfries ; from the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr 
John Scott at Tineholm, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcud- 
bright, Mr John Johnſton at Croſſmichael, miniſters, Mr 
Robert Ferguſon in Milnmark, ruling elder ; from the 


burgh of Kirkcudbright, Ephraim Lockhart of Barmaga- 


chin, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Wigton, Dr Iſaac Da- 
vidſon at Sorby, Mr John Dickſon at Kirkowan, mini- 
ſters; from the preſbytery of Stranrawer, Mr John 


MKenzie at Portpatrick, Mr Henry Blair at Stonykirk, 
: miniſters, 
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miniſters, Bailie James Dickſon, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Ayr, Mr John Dun at Auchin- 
leck, Mr James Young at New Cumnock, Mr Alexander 
Moodie at Riccarton, Mr William Peebles at Newton up- 
on Ayr, Mr Robert Duncan at Dundonald, miniſters, Mr 
David Lees m Loch-hill, Mr William Hood, portioner 
of Torbolton, ruling elders ; 3 from the preſbytery of Ir- 
vine, Mr David M*L.ellan at Beith, Mr John Fullarton 
at Dalry, Mr Michael Tod at Dreghorn, miniſters, the 
Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewelton, ruling el- 
der ; from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas Tweedie of O- 
liver, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr John Mon- 
teith ſenior at Howſton, Dr John Adam at Greenock, Mr 
John Forreſt at Port-Glaſgow, Mr John Finlay at Paiſley, 

miniſters, Bailie William Carlyle, Paiſley, Mr John Had- 
doway, merchant, Leith, ruling elders ; from the preſby- 


land, Mr Alexander Hutchiſon at Hamilton, Mr John 
Bower at Old Monkland, miniſters, Henry Stewart, Eſqz. 
of Allanton, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lanerk, 

Mr William Miller at Crawfordjohn, Mr James Scott at 
Carlook, miniſters, John Wharie, Eſq; of Leſmahago, 

ruling elder; from the burgh of Lanerk, Alexander 
Wight, Eſq; advocate; from the preſbytery of Glaſgow, 
Mr Joſeph Hodgeſon at Carmunock, Mr Archibald Bo- 
nar at Glaſgow, Mr William Dun at Kirkintulloch, Mr 
James Lapſley at Campſey, miniſters, Profeſſor John An- 
derſon, Glaſgow, Mr Robert Tennant, maltman in Glaſ- 
gow, ruling elders; from the Univerſity of Glaſgow, 
Profeſſor William Richardſon; from the burgh of Ru- 
therglen, George White, Eſq; of Bankhead; from the 
preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr John Davidſon at Old Kil- 
patrick, Mr David M*Gibbon at Buchanan, Mr Hugh 


Luſs, Baronet, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dumbar- 
ton, James Colquhoun, younger of Luſs, Eſa; from the 
preſbytery of Denoon, Mr Archibald M*Lea at Rothſay, 


Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Kin- 


ſack at Jura and Colonſie, Mr John Smith at Campbelton, 
miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord Henderland, ru- 


Campbell at Kilmartin, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craignith, mi- 
niſters, Mr Archibald Fletcher, writer to the ſignet, ru- 
= elder; from the burgh of ada Dr James Wil- 
liamſon; - 
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tery of Hamilton, Mr Patrick Maxwell at Eaſt Monk- 


Gourley at Balfron, miniſters, Sir James Colquhoun of 


Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, miniſters, John Lamont of 


tyre, Mr Robert Thomſon at Killian, Mr Alexander Hoſ-- 


ling elder; from the preſbytery of Inveraray, Mr Hugh | 
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liamſon; from the — of W Mr Ludovick 

Grant at Ardchatton, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, 
miniſters, Colonel Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling 
elder; from the Preſbytery of Mull, Mr Donald Skinner 
at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald M.Coll at Firee, mini- 
ſters, Allan M-Dougall of Gallanich, Eſq; ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Thomas Biſlet- at 
Logierait, Mr Patrick MfVean at Dull, Mr Thomas Fle- 
ming at Kenmore, Mr Patrick Stuart at Killin, mmitters, 
Thomas Elder of Logie, Eſq; Mr Alexander Miller, ad- 
vocate, ruling elders; from the preſbytery of Perth, Mr 
Alexander Duff at Tibbermuir, Mr William MLieth at 
Colace, Mr William Lang at Arngoſk, Mr William Tay— 
lor at Rhynd, miniſters, Sir John Beliches, Baronet, 
George Wright of Laton, Eſq; ruling elders; from the 
preſbytery of Stirling, Mr David Dickſon at Bothkennar, 

Mr John Duncan at Alva, miniſters, David Gowrley, Eſa; 
of Kipdarroch, ruling elder; from the burgh of Stirling, 
Convener Alexander Cuthill ; from the preſbytery of 
Auchterarder, Mr Robert Mathie at Glendoven, Mr 
John Wright at Trinitygaſk, Mr William Graham at 
Foſſaway, miniſters, Bailie James Gentle, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Dunblane, Mr Robert Stirling at 
Port, Mr Duncan Stewart at Balquhidder, miniſters, Cap- 
tain John Graham of Douchry, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr James Thomſon at Dun- 
fermline, Mr Alexander Daling at Cleiſh, MrJohn Hoyes at 
Dalgety, miniſters, Dr John Steedman, phyſician i in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dunfermline, Bai- 
he William Hutton, merchant; from theburgh of Inverkei- 
thing, Bailie John Eckford, merchant, Dunfermline; from 
the preſbytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr George Willis at Leſlie, 

Mr James Reid at Kinglaſſie, Mr James Wemyſs at Burnt- 
iſland, minifters, James Townſend-Ofwald, Eſa; ruling 
+ elder; from the preſbytery of Cupar, Sir Robert Preſton 
at Cupar, ' Mr Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr George 
Campbell at Cupar, Mr James Liſter at Auchtermuchty, 
miniſters, John Balfour of Balbirnie, Eſq; Mr. James 
Lifter of Pitleſſie-mill, ruling elders; from the burgh of 
Cupar, Major John Melvill of Cairney; from the preſby- 
tery of St Andrews, Dr John Chalmers at Kilconquhar, 
Mr William Pairman at Ely, Mr James Forreſter at An- 
ſtruther Weſter, Mr Spence-Olyphant at Largo, miniſters, 
Neil Ferguſon, Eſq; of Pitcullo, Mr Alexander Meldrum 


of Kincaple, ruling elders; from the burgh of St An- 


drews, Dr Andrew Duncan, phyfician, Edinburgh; from 


the Univerſity of St ROS, Profeſſor George Hill; 
from 
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from the Preſbytery of Meigle, Dr James Playfair at 
Meigle, Mr Colin Symers at Alyth, Mr James Badinoch 
at Kingoldrum, miniſters, Patrick Aliſon of Newhall, 
Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forfar, Mr 
John Webſter at Inverarity, Mr James Lyon at Glam- 
mis, miniſters, Alexander Watſon, Eſq; younger of Tu- 
rin, ruling elder; from the burgh of Forfar, the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Hyndford; from the prefbytery 
of Dundee, Mr John Gibſon at Mains, Mr Alexander 


Imlach at Muirhouſe, Mr William Maul at Moneekie, 


miniſters, Mr Charles Jobſon, merchant in Dundee, ru- 


ling elder; from the burgh of Dundee, Bailie . John 


Thoms; from the preſbytery of Aberbrothick, Mr Alex- 


ander Mackie at Arbroath, Mr Alexander Girvan at Lu- 
nan, miniſters, Mr Richard Lake, writer to the fignet, 
ruling elder; fromthe burgh of Aberbrothick, Mr Tho- 
mas Duncan, writer in Edinburgh; from the preſbytery 
of Brechin, Dr Charles. Niſbet at Montroſe, Mr James 
Wilſon at Marytown, Mr John Waugh at Menmuir, mi- 
niſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; 
from the burgh of Montroſe, Mr William Leſlie, clerk 
to the ſignet; from the preſbytery of Fordown, Mr Da- 
vid Forbes at Laurenſkirk, Mr William Walker at Eccleſ- 
greig, Mr Patrick Stewart at Kineff, miniſters, Mr John 
Playfair, late miniſter of Liff, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhills, 
Dr Duncan Shaw, Aberdeen, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old 
Machar, Mr William Stronach at New Machar, mini- 


ſters, James Cunningham, Eſqz of Hyndhope, George 


Strachan-Keith, Eſq; ruling elders; from King's College, 
Dr Alexander Gerard; from the preſbytery of Kincar- 
dine O' Neal, Mr Francis Downie at Banchory-ternan; 


Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr Robert Farquharſon 


at Coldſtone, miniſters, William M*Donald of Rinetton, 


Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Alford, Mr 


John Lumſden at Strathdon, Mr Robert Lumſden at Kil- 


drummy, Mr Thomas Tait at Auchindore, minifters, 


John Gordon of Craig, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſ- 


bytery of Ellon, Mr John Roſe of Udny, Mr Alexander 
Cock at Cruden, miniſters, Profeſſor Thomas Gordon, 


Aberdeen, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Garioch, 
Mr Robert Gauld at Kilſamond, Mr Patrick Davidſon at 


Rayne, Mr Alexander Duff at Monymulſk, miniſters, A- 


lexauder Leith, Eſq; of Freefield, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Kintore, John Clerk, junior, of Eldin, Eſq;- from 
the burgh of Inverury, John Clerk of Eldin, Eſq; from 
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the preſbytery of Deer, Mr James Johnſton at Crimond, 
Mr John Craigie at St Fergus, Mr Baſil Anderſon at Old 


Deer, miniſters, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the ſignet, ru- 


ling elder; from the preſbytery of Turiff, Mr William 
Moir at Fyvie, Mr Alexander Roſe at Auchterleſs, mi- 
niſters, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr Andrew Skene 
at Banff, Mr James Dunbar at Boyndee, miniſters, Mr 
John Robertſon, writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Cullen, Mr John Ruſlell, junior, writer to 
the ſignet; from the burgh of Banff, George Robinſon 
of Gaſk, Eſq; writer in Edinburgh; and the Aſſembly 
added thereto Dr James Macknight, one of the miniſters 


of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator; and all the 
members whoſe commiſſions had been rejected by the 


Aſſembly on account of informality, vis. from the 
burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers, Eſq; from the burgh 
of Kirkwall, Mr George Home, baker in Edinburgh; 
from the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr Robert Scott 
at Haddington, Mr Andrew Niſbet at Garvat, Mr 


| George Goldie at Atholſtoneford, miniſters, Charles 


Brown of Coalſton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Jedburgh, Adam Ogilvie, Eſq; advocate; from the 


burgh of Wigton, Bailie James Torry, merchant, E- 


dinburgh; from the burgh of Ayr, George Ferguſſon, 
Eſq; advocate; to be Commiſſioners of this General Aſ- 
ſembly, to the effect after mentioned; with power to 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which is here- 
by declared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſſion- 


ers, whereof twenty-one are always to be miniſters, to 


meet and convene within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edin- 


burgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſem- 


bly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, 


the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of No- 
vember, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, 


and oftener when and where they ſhall think fit and con- 
venient, with power to the ſaid Commiſhoners to. chuſe 
their own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Aſem- 
bly fully empowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally deter- 


mine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter referred, 


or that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of - 
this Aſſembly; and to do every thing contained in, and 
conform to the inſtructions given, or to be given by this 
Aſſembly; and to advert to the intereft of the Church 


on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
| bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 


which: 


General Aſſembly, 11984. a8 


which they can prevent, as they will be anfwerable : 


Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 


ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before Synods or 
Preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 
fluence upon the whole Church. And tt is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion, with relation to private 
cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other ' diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force till diſapproven of 
by the General Aſſembly, And the Aſſembly renews 
the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventeen to their 
Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, and 


to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were 


ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into the pu- 
bliſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, 
inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that the re- 


commenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 


therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. 


And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby empowered 


to receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made 
to them from Synods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 
ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 
Synods and Preſbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewiſe to take care that the impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, rela- 
ting to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 


empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Committee 


for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup- 
preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 
therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the faid 


Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 
ged to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 
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in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 
acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 
contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame; decla- 
ring, that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall be ac- 
countable to, and cenſurable by the next General Aſ 
ſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſ- 
ſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners. particularly to 
obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 
ublic money; which two acts are printed among the 
Acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty- 
one. And this Commillion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiſſion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion; 
and abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th Act of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Preſbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion, and ſuch 
of the members of theſe Preſbyteries as are on the Com- 
miſſion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 
the diets thereof; and the Preſbyteries at a greater di- 
ſtance, who have four or more members on the Commiſ- 
ſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 
each diet of the ſame: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point their Commiſſion, at their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs 
as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the ſettle- 
ment of vacant Churches, which are or ſhall be referred 
to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is further provided, that when any Preſbytery or Synod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion 3 is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any fuch correſpondent 
meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall _ 
allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 
ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame: 
And that in paſling their ſentences, and in ordering the 
execution of the ſame, they a obſerve the 12th Act 


in 


General Aſſembly, 1784. * 25 
of the Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- 
ſix. | | 

67727222: I PAI EIT OE TE TY 
VII. 


Interim Act and Overture concerning Or- 


dained Aſſiſtants. 

HE General Aſſembly having conſidered the report 
of their Committee, appointed to take under their 
conſideration the reference from the Synod of Glaſgow 
and Ayr, concerning ordained aſſiſtants; are of opinion, 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1784. 


That both the Miniſter of the pariſh, and his ordained 


aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, ought to be conſtituent members 


of the Kirk-Seſſion; that in the Preſbytery and Synod, 


either of them who is preſent, may deliberate and vote; 
that if both are preſent, theſe privileges belong to the 
Miniſter of the pariſn only; and that either of them is 
capable of being elected a Member of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, but not both of them in one year. And agreed 


to enact the ſame as an Interim Act, and to tranſmit it 


as an Overture for the conſideration of Preſbyteries. 


EFF LILLE LEO LE TEL IEA CENDPEELEE ET ELEEEE 


VIIL 
Reſolution concerning Marriages. 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1784. 


| VIE General Aſſembly do reſolve, That no Seffion- 


clerk in this Church, proclaim any perſons in or- 


der to marriage, until he give intimation to the Miniſter 


of the pariſh in a writing, dated and ſubſcribed by him, 
of the names, deſignations, and places of reſidence of the 
parties 
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parties to be proclaimed; and obtain the ſaid Minifter's 
leave to make the ſaid proclamation, with certification, 
that if any certificate of proclamation of banns is given, 
without obſerving the above order, the ſaid certificate 

ſhall be held as a falſe certificate; and the Seſſion-clerk 
who ſubſcribes it, ſhall be cenſured accordingly ; and in 
caſe of a vacancy, the above intimation is to be made to 
two of the Elders of the pariſh ; and that this Reſolution 
be printed in the Acts of this Aſſembly ; ; and appointed 
the clerks to tranſmit copies of this their Reſolution to 

the ſeveral Preſbyteries, to be by them 'tranſmitted ta 
the Sefſfions of the pariſhes within their bounds, 1 in order 
to its being obſerved. 


Recommendation reſpecting Ordination to 
the Office of a Miniſter, without rela- 
tion to a particular Charge. 


Edinburgh, May , . 


HE Committee appointed to conſider the Overture 
reſpecting ordination- to the office of a Miniſter, 
without relation to a-particular charge, reported as fol- 
low: Having carefully confidered the ſaid Overture, 
find that matter attended with ſo many difficulties, that 
they are not ripe to propoſe to the General Aſſembly 
any preciſe rules concerning it, fit for being enacted in- 
to ſtanding laws; and can only move, That the Aſſem- 
bly ſhould, in the mean time, recommend it to Preſby- 
teries to be cautious in granting ordination to ſuch per- 
ſons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reafonable pro- 
ſpe& of ſuch proviſion as may enable them to ſupport 
the miniſterial character; and that no Preſbytery grant 

ordination to any perſon who has a near proſpect of re- 
moving from the bounds of that Preſbytery into ano- 
ther, from whom he may, in due time, receive ordina- 
tion, if it ſhall by them be found neceſſary or proper. 


being conſidered by the General Aſſembly, they 
| — 
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approved thereof, and do recommend accordingly, and 
order this Recommendation to be printed in the Acts of 


this Aſſembly. | 


— . . 


A new PORTER reſpeRting the Ordina- 


tion of Elders. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1784 
7HEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 


riſh ; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 


ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowile connected with them: And it being un- 


derſtood, that any city or town, where there are more 
congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pariſh, ſo 
far as 0 the purpoſe of this Overture. | 


ͤd— 


we appointing the Diet 246, As, next 5 


General Aſſembly. 


Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 1 get * or May, 
in the year 1785. 


Collected 3 e, from the Records of the Ge- . 


neral Aſſembly, by 


\ 


8 * MACKNIGHT, Cl. Ee. Sean. | 


Church, With reſpect to the ordination of Elders, 
the General Aſſembly overtures, That it be enacted, | 
That no Miniſter ſhould ſet apart any perſon to the of. 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- - 
ſidence in the pariſh, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 


HE next Gaal Aſſembly of this National Church 
1s appointed to be held n the New Church 
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Actties and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, hetd in this > year 1784, 
which are not printed at full 1 


35 | May 20. 1784. 8e. Ih. 
FrER ſermon. by the Reverend Dr Henry Grieve, 
miniſter of the Gaſpel at Dalkeith, Moderator of 
the laſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Elders 
convened in the Aſſembly-houſe; and, after prayer 
by the ſaid Dr Henry Grieve; the Aſſembly proceed- 
ed to the choice of a Moderator, when Dr Grieve pro- 
_ poſed Dr John Dryſdale, one of the miniſters of Edin- 
3 and Dr John M Farlane, one of the miniſters 
of Canongate, as candidates for the chair; and the 
roll being called, and votes marked, it carried by a 
great majority, Dr Dryſdale. The Aſſe there- 


fore made choice of the ſaid Dr John to be 
their Moderator; and he, at the Aſembly's defire, 
took the chair. Againſt which election, ſeveral mem- 5 


bers proteſted, as illegal and unconſtitutional. 


Earl of Leven, to r 


ent his Majetty's Royal Fer- 
ſon, read, and order i/ 


to be EET, | 


The King s moſt gracious. Letter to the Afﬀembly, read 


and ordered to be recorded. -. 


The Commiſſioner's ſpeeeb at opening this any 


and the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 

His Majeſty's Royal warrant for L. rooo Sterling, deli- 
vered to the Aſſembly by his Grade the Commulſioner, 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 

At requeſt of Dr George Withart, one of the prineipal 
clerks of Aſſembly, the Aſſembly unanimouſly appoint- 
ed Dr James Macknight, one of the miniſters of Edin- 

burgh, as aſſiſtant clerk, during alb the diets of this 
Aſſembly, and the e thereof; and he took | 
the 5 de del e Py... 


1 Adjournment. j of) ; : = 


I N.D E F 1784. 


A Committee named for anſwering the King' s moſt gra- 
cious Letter. 


The ſame Committee named to draw up an Addreſs to 


his Majeſty, on the birth of a Princeſs, and the reco- 
very o her Majeſty from her late dangerous illneſs. 


A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 


members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
| diets thereof, naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King s Commiſſioner, and receiving in liſts 
of the probationers in tlie ſeveral . in order 


ta their being recorded. 8 - 
A Committee for overtures named. 
A Committee for bills, references and appeals named. 


Adjourmnent, 7 © S FUIK 


j 


Moy 21. 7754. E OY 2d. 


Sederunt. „„ | 

A diet ſpent in prayer. Otel oof, 9417 4 

New commiſſions — TREE $M 

Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for FOR 8 - difparch of 
the buſineſs of this ; Aſſembly, read, and the obſerva- 


tion thereof enjoined. ' 
Miniſters named to ot before his Grace the Commit: : 


* 


ſioner :- "LO 


The Committee 5 overtures and bills appointed to meet 


this evening in their uſual e | 
1 
| Moy 22. - 1784; 8. 7 


| n 1 


Reaſons of proteſt ce Dr Dryſdale's election as Mo- 
derator of this Aſſembly, given in, and openly read, 
and ordered to he in retentis. To which proteſtation 


ſeveral members adhered. 


The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 


given in, and read. 

The draught of an eafwar. to the King” 8 r gracious 
Letter to this Aſſembly, brought in and approved; 
and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's re. 
queſt, undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Ma- 


jeſty. 


| The Fir af an Addreſs to his Majeſty on the birth 


of a Princeſs, and the recovery of her Majeſty from 
her late dangerous illneſs, brought in, and approved; _ 


and his Grace the 2 at che Aſſembly's 
| requeſt, 


= 3 * 
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requeſt, undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Ma- 5 
jeſt 

T he Sem from the preſbytery of Hiddington re- 
jected, becauſe it wants the words, and appoint; and 
the Commiſſioners names ce to be Nr from 
the roll. l 

The confideragion of ak objeäkioh to che commiſſion 
from the preſbytery-of Ayr delayed. 

The commiſſion from the burgh of Jeibiggl rejected, 
becauſe there were not ten free days between the re- 
ſolution and the day of election; and the Commiſ- 
ſioner's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiſſion from the burgh of Ayr rejected, becauſe 
the minute of election is extracted by” a' perſon, who 
has not adjected to his ſubſcription the word cert; 
and the Commiſſioner 8 name el to be 'expunged 
from the roll. 

The commiſſion from the bürgh of Wigtoh rejected; be- 
cauſe of various informalitieès in the commiſſion; and 
the Commiſſioner 8 name Os to be e from 
the roll. : | 

The commiſſion Soon the van of Kirkwall TRA, | 
 becaufe therein the kirk-feſſion is not defigned, before 
which it was laid for atteſtation; and the Commiſ- 
ſioner's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The commiſſion from the burgh of Tain rejected, be- 
cauſe the election was not made within the time li- 
mited by act of Aſſembly; and the Commiſſioner's 8 
name ordered to be expunged from the roll. | f 


The conſideration of the objection to the elder from ". 


preſbytery of North Iites delayed, till the gentlemarr 
appears to claim his ſeat in this Aſſembly. 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee of bills , 
called for, produced and read, * '\ 

Reſolved to conſider the petition for Mr Patrick Wod- 
row, anent the atteſtation of the commiſſion from the 
preſbytery of Ayr, firſt on Monday. 

An appeal of Mr John Kennedy, miniſter of Tages, 
againſt a ſentence of the Synod of Dumfries, affirming 
ſeveral ſentences of the preſbytery of Dumfries, heard; 
the cauſe remitted to the preſbytery of Dumfries, with. 
an opinion, that their e Mr Kennedy's promiſe 
in their minutes was improper; and with inſtructions 
to the preſbytery to ſtrengthen Mr Kennedy's hands 
in the exerciſe of his * 3 and with. an admont- 
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tion to him. to accommodate himſelf to the fate of his 
par iſh, | 

A Committee named to reviſe the record of the actings 
and proceedings | of the commiſſion of the late Gene- 


ral Aſſembly, 
Committee named to reviſe the 8 of the actings 


and proceedings of the Committee appointed by laſt 


_ Aſſembly, for managing the Royal Bounty for the Re- 
formation of the Highlands and Iſlands. | 
A Committee named te audite the Procurator and A. 
- gent's accounts, conſider. the ſtate of the e e mo- 
ney, and prepare overtures about the ſame. 
The Committee for overtures empowered to receive in . 
from the ſeveral members. any inſtructions given to 
them by their reſpective Synods or Preſbyteries, claſs 
the matters therein contained, and: prepare overtures 
thereupon to the Aſſembly; and receive in, and con- 
_ fider any accounts that {hall be given them of the ſtate 
of the Church in the North Highlands, e poo 
concerning the growth of. Popery, and ſuperſtition; 
and „ overtures for e wo or 3 
there 
The Committee for bills/ oppointed : 10 meet on n Monday 


morning at ten o'clock... | 
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* of the Committee for overtures produced and 

read. 

A motion made, 49 conſider to-marrow the overtures 
from the Syngd of Glaigow and Ayr, concerning Pa- 
tronage, with reafong of diſſent, and anſwers ; and the 
overture from the Synad of Perth and Stirling, anent 
a repeal of the law of Parronage, and the revival of 
the Act 1690; which mation was objected to; and 
the roll being called: and votes marked, it carried - 

. morrow.,' The General Aſſemhly therefore agreed to 
conſider theſe oyertuzes to-morrow ; and alſo, to con- 

 kider the overtures from the Synods of Aberdeen and 
and, Mearns, at aid diet, if there be time: 

E. he Moderator appointed to name a Committee, to con- 
ſider of the better ordering of the Aſſembl y-houſe; 

and the names os Rid. Committee to be — 6 to· mor- 


row. 
| Report | 


TRE 
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Report of the Committee for bills called for, produced 

and read. | 

A Committee a to 3 the reference 8 the 

preſbytery of Dumblane, relating to Ne to re- 
rt at a future diet. 


riſh of Moy, as the firſt private cauſe on Wedneſday. 


Merſe and Teviotdale, and Angus and Mearns, pro- 
duced, and Committees appointed to reviſe the ſame; ; 
none of the other Synod-books were brought up. Re- 


be enquired into. 0 
Petition for Mr Patrick Wilkie: anent the atteſtation 
of the commiſſion from the preſbytery of Ayr heard. 

Found, that, in this caſe; there was no cauſe before 
the Aſſembly; ; and diſmiſſed Mr Wodrow's complaint. 
A Committee appointed to confider the reference from 
the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, concerning ordained 
aſſiſtants; to report to an after diet. 

The petition for Mr Alexander Duff, anent a marriage, 


to the ſame Committe. 
proof hitherto taken N to be printed. 


morning at nine o'clock, 
Adjournment. 43 


lay 25. 784. Self. 5th. 
| Sederunt. 


the Aſſembly-houſe, in conſequence of the appoint- 
ment of the former diet of Aſſembly. 


and read. | 

Petition. for Alexander Blair of St Thomas' s-wells, re- 
ferred to the Committee appointed to conſider the re- 
ference from the Preſbytery of Den, anent the 
inhabitants of Norriſton. 

Agreeable to yeſterday's reſolution, che Aſſembly pro- 
ceeded to conſider the overtures from the Synods of 
_ Glaſgow and Ayr, and Perth and Stirling, relating to 
the repeal of the law of Patronage, &c. ; and after 


and Jeconded, I, To re theſe overtures as inex- 


Reſolve to take up the cauſe of Mr McIntoſh 5 d the pa- . 
Synod-books called for. The Synod-books of Glenelg, | 


ſolved, that the reaſons for their not being brought up 


and the overture anent the mini iRerium vagum, referred 
The cauſe of Dalton delayed till Thurſday, and the Whole 


The Committee for bills appointed to meet b 


A Committee named to conſider the better ordering of 


Report of the Committee for bills called for, produced 


reaſoning at great length, two motions were made, 


pedient, 


| 
| 
| 
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— 


ICY ill founded, and dangerous, to the peace-and 


welfare of this Church : 2do, That whereas, former 
Aſſemblies of the Church have, in ſtrong terms, de- 


clared the law of Patronage to be a grievance; and 
the annual inſtructions to the Commiſſion of every 


Aſſembly bear, that the Commiſſion are to embrace 


every favourable opportunity that may occur, to ob- 
tain relief from this grievance; ; and whereas, in many 
parts of Scotland, the tigorous exerciſe of this law has 
been felt, and complained of as productive of moſt 
unhappy conſequences both to Church and State ; 


from all which, ſome alteration of the preſent law 
appears to be requiſite ; yet, as different ſentiments 


are entertained upon this ſubject ; therefore, with a 
view that the minds of thoſe chiefly intereſted may be 
known, That the General Aſſembly do recommend 


the conſideration of this matter to Preſbyteries, or- 
prudent and re- 


daining them to conſult, in the moſt 
ſpectful manner, with the Noblemen and Gentlemen 


of landed property, with the Magiſtrates and Town- 
Councils of Burghs within their bounds, perſons chief. 
ly concerned upon the points ſpecified in this motion; 


and after deliberation, tranſmit the opinions they have 


received to the next General Aﬀembly, that it may 
be known, what the ſentiments of the Gentlemen of 
landed intereſt, and their conftituents, are; that thus 


the Aſſembly may be enabled to. regulate "their pro- 


cedure, upon a ſubject ſo intereſting to the public at 


large, and to this Church in particular, Fc. It was 
propoſed, that one ſtate of the vote be Ryeg, or Not; 


another ſtate alſo was propoſed, vis. Reje&, or Conſult." 


After reaſoning on the ſtate of the vote, the Aſſembly 
agreed, that the ſtate of the vote be, Rejed, or No, it 


being underſtood, that if it carries RejeRt, the over- 


tures be rejected in terms of the firſt motion ; againſt 
which ſtate of the vote, Mr Bryce Johnſton. proteſted. , 
The queſtion being then put, it carried by a great ma- 


jority, RejeF. The Aſſembly, therefore, rejected — 


Overtures as inexpedient, in founded, and dangerou 
to the peace and welfare of this Church; * eint 
which, ſeveral members difſented. - 


Agreed to take up the overtures from the Synode of 
Aberdeen, and Angus and Mearns, as che firſt. bufi- | 


nefs to-morrow. 


A member gave inelakion, that he meant, at a Future 


diet of this Aſſembly, to , That a clauſe in the 
inſtructions 


E 


A 
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inſtructions to che Commiſſion relative to Patronage 
be altered. ' 

The Committees för cevithg the Gommiffion-bock, the 
Royal Bounty-book, and 8 od- books, and the Com- 

mittee for reviſing commiſſions appointed to meet to- 
- morrow morning, between nine and ten; and the 
Committee on public accounts to- morrow evening at 
fix o'clock. — 3 8 

L en 


May 2 26; 1784. SY. 6th. 
Sederunt. 


Several members kered to the proteſt of velterday” a- 
gainſt the ſtate of the vote on the overtures, relating 
to the repeal of the law of Patronage, Go. 

Several members alfo adhered to he” difſent agamft the 
deciſion of yeſterday. concerning thefe overtures. 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Wick was read, and 

ſuſtained. 


Agreeable to a reſolution of vellirday: the Aſfembly pro- 


ceeded to conſider the overtures from the Synods of 
Aberdeen, and of Angus and Mearns. Two motions: | 
were made and feconded ; 1f, Do reſolve, That it 
does not appear to this Aſſembly, that there is any 
reaſon for an innovation being made in the mode of 
ſettling vacant pariſhes ; 24, That the overtures be 
| 3 without aſſigning any reaſon. After reaſon- 
ing, the Aſſembly appointed the ftate of the vote to 
be, Approve of the fin motion, or, Rejeft the overtures. 
The queſtion being put, it carried 4h ove. The Aſ- 
ſembly, therefore, approved of the firſt motion. A- 
gainſt which, ſeveral members diſſented. 


Upon a motion, agreed, That the article which requires: 


the Commiſſion to apply to Parliament at a convenient 
ſeaſon for deliverance from the grievance of Patron- 
age, be left out of the inſtructions to be given to the 
commiſſion to be appointed by this Aﬀ/embly. __ 
Agreed to. take up the cauſe of Moy firſt to-morrow, 


and thereafter the cauſe of e i= there be time. 


Adjournment. 4 


Wet 5s May 27. 1784. So. 75. 
Wadern "TT 


Several members ere to the diſſent of yeſterday, a- 
gainft the deciſion on the overtures from the Synods: 
of Aberdeen, and Angus and Mearns. 


Upon 


Reaſons of diſſent againſt the ſentence paſſed on Tueſday 


The Procurator, Agent, Clerks, and Printer's accounts 


toſn from the exerciſe of his miniſtry, till the final iſ- 
ſue of this proceſs, . recommending to the Preſbytery 


the ordinances of religion be diſpenſed to theſe pa- 


D 1784. 
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Upon a motion, agreed to take in the petition of Mr Da- 
niel Roſe, at this meeting, if there be time. 


laſt, rejecting the overtures from the Synod of Glaſ- 
gow and Ayr, and the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
given in, and openly read, and ordered to lie in re. 
tentis. "EF 

The Committee -on the reference concerning Norriſton, 
appointed to meet to-morrow morning, at half an hour 
after eight, in John's Coffeehouſe. 


produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 
An appeal of Mr James M*Intoſh, mmiſter of Moy and 
Dalaroſſie, againſt a ſentence of the Preſbytery of In- 
verneſs, refuſing him an exculpatory, proof. After 
reaſoning, the appeal rejected, becauſe his reaſons of 
appeal were not given in to the Preſbytery within the 
days appointed by act of Aſſembly. Council were 
then heard on the merits of the cauſe; and after long 
reaſoning, the Aſſembly waving the conſideration of 
the ſentences of the Synod of Moray, in reſpect that 
the additional proof taken by the Preſbytery of Inver- 
neſs, in conſequence of the remit of laſt Aſſembly, was 
not before them; remit the whole cauſe to the Preſby- 
tery of Inverneſs, , and appoint them to admit a proof 
of ſuch relevant exculpatory facts and circumſtances 
relating to the additional proof, as may be offered by 
Mr MfIntoſh ; and appoint him to give in a condeſcen- 
dence of theſe facts and circumſtances to the Preſby- 
tery of Inverneſs, on or before the firſt day of Auguſt 
next; and appoint the faid Preſbytcry to give judg- 
ment upon the whole proof, according to the laws of 
this Church; and, in the mean time, ſuſpend Mr M*In- 


of Inverneſs to take care, that, during. that time, 


riſhes. 
| Mr Daniel Roſe not being preſent, the confideration of 
his complaint put off till a future diet. * 

A complaint of Mr James Lawſon heard. The preſby- 
tery of Auchterarder ordered to allow Mr Lawſon full 
extracts of every thing on their record, relating to this 
cauſe, ſo far as he ſhall demand, and atteſted copies of 


ſuch 3 as lie i in retentis, if he ſhall demand 3 
| a 
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all on or before the 12th of Auguſt next: And diſ- 
miſſed the other articles of his complaint. | 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet a quar- 
ter before eleven to-morrow, and the Committee for 
bills at half paſt nine. 

Agreed to take in the cauſe of Dalton firſt to-morrow. 

— 


Moy 28. 1784. EL 8h. 

Sederunt. | 

Reaſons of proteſt againſt the ſtate of the vote concern- 
ing the overtures from the Synods of Glaſgow and Ayr, 
and of Perth and Stirling, which were conſidered on 
Tueſday laſt, given in, and openly read, and ordered 

dio lie in retentis. 

Report of the Committee for claſſing overtures, given in, 

and read. 

After long reaſoning on the overture concerning the or- 
dination of Elders, a motion was made, That in re- 
gard ſome expreſſions in ſaid overture are not ſuffici- 
ently definite, a Committee be appointed to confider 
the fame, and report to this Aſſembly on 1 

Another motion was made, That if this matter be 
to a vote, the ſtate of the vote ſhall be, Tranſmit « | 
Pre ſbyteries, , Or, Appoint a Committee. And the queſtion 

being put, it carried Appoint. The Aſſembly, there- 
fore, appointed a Committee to conſider faid overture, 
and report on Monday. 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, produced 
and read. 

Report of the Committee zppolnted to confider the Nor- 

riſton affair, called for, produced and read. Appro- 

ved, and the canſe remitted to the Procurator and A- 

gent, to be carried on at the public expence. 

Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the re- 
ference from the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, c.; or- 

dered to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

An appeal of Dr William Bryden, miniſter of the goſpel 
at Dalton, againſt ſeveral references of the Synod of 

Dumfries. A petition for the Synod of Dumfries, and 

a petition for Robert Henderſon of Cleugh-head, and 
others, proſecutors of Dr Bryden, heard. Dr Bryden 
withdrew his appeals. Thereafter, the Aſſembly pro- 
ceeded to conſider and judge of ſaid references. The 
ſeveral articles conſidered one by one. As to the 1/7, 

| The. * of putting FROG Dalziel 'on oath. A- 

K greed 


Act approving of the account of Mr George Cairncroſs, 


f.N DE 4s, 000 


reed without a vote, 1 not to put Ann Dalziel on oath. 
2d, As to the admiſſibility of Agnes Carruthers, as a 
witneſs in this cauſe, on account of her being aunt to 
one of the purſuers, and aunt-in-law to another. Al. 
lowed her to be examined as a witneſs cum nota. 3d, 
And as to the admiſſibility of Janet Gordon as a witneſs, 
Allowed her to be examined as a witneſs cum nota. 
The other points in this cauſe delayed till to-mor- 
row. ä 
Adjournment. 


May 29. 1784. Sei, gib. 
Sederunt. 


The report of the truſtees of the widow's fund called for, 
Dr Andrew Hunter, Preſes of the laſt meeting of tru- 
ſtees, delivered to the Aſſembly ſeveral printed copies 
of the Truſtees report, centaining an account of their 
proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, and a ſtate of the fund 
under their management; and informed the Aſſem- 
bly, That ſince the death of the late Dr Webſter, Ge- 
neral Collector of the Miniſters Widows F und, the 
Truſtees had unanimouſly elected Dr James Macknight | 
one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, and Sir Harry Mon- 
crief-Welwood, one of the miniſters of St Cuthberts, 
to execute the office of General Collector, or Receiver 
of ſaid fund; and requeſted the Aſſembly to approve 
and confirm the ſaid election. The General Aſſem- 
bly having heard and conſidered this part of the 'Tru- 
ſtees report, did unanimouſly approve and confirm the 
ſaid Truſtees election of Dr James Macknight, and of 
Sir Harry Moncrieff-Welwood, to execute the office 
of General Collector, or Receiver, of the fund eſta- 
bliſhed for a proviſion to Mmiſters widows, c.; and 
appointed the Truſtees yy to lie on the table till 
Monday. 
Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and diſcharging Mr Robertſon of the ſum diſburſed 
by him; and appointing, that he debit himſelf in his 
next account, with the ſum of L. 30: 16: 9:2; z Sterling, 
being the balance due by him. 


Agent for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging 
Mr Cairncroſs of the ſum diſburſed by him; and ap- 
pointing, that he debit himſelf in his next account, 


with the ſum of L. 3: 7: 4 Sterling, being the balance | 
due | 
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due by him. And further appointing, that the news- 

papers be continued as an article in the Agent's s an- 
nual account. | | 

The report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion- record given 
in, and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approved. 
The Aſſembly' s thanks given from 'the Chair to the 
Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faithfulneſs 


and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 


the record ordered to be atteſted. * 

The report of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing in- 
ſtructions for them, given in, and approved of. 


The former appointment of a collection for defraying | 


the expence of tranſlating, &c. the Bible into the 
Gaelic language, renewed on thoſe pariſhes who have 
neglected to make faid collection. 

The Synod-book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be at- 
teſted. 


Synod- books not produced, ordered to be brought up to 


next Aſſembly. 
The e on the Enzie fund renewed. The tranſ- 
action with the Duke of Gordon ratified; and the 


Committee authoriſed to order the building 'of a * 


per church, c. 


Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the over- 


ture anent ordained aſſiſtants called for, given in, and 
read. Agreed to turn that report into an interim act, 
and to tranſmit it as an overture for the conſideration 
of preſbyteries.Vide printed Acts. 

1 of the Committee appointed to confider the peti- 
tion and complaint of the preſbytery of Perth, reſpect- 
ing the conduct of the clerk of the kirk-ſeſſion of E- 

dinburgh called for, given in, and read. Agreed to 
appoint the Procurator for the Church to enquire in- 

to the circumſtances of the particular caſe which was 
under the conſideration of the Committee; and if he 


finds them ſuch as to warrant a proſecution againſt the 


ſeſſion-clerk of Edinburgh, that he be authoriſed to 
carry on a proceſs before the competent courts againſt 
the ſaid ſeſſion- clerk, at the public expence. Further 
reſolutions agreed to with reſpect to marriages, to be 
tranſmitted to prefbyteries, and by them tranſmitted 

to the ſeſſions of the pariſhes within their bounds, — 

Vide printed Acts. 

The Committee on the overture reſpecting the ordina- 
tion to the office of a | miniſter, without relation to a 
particular 


| 
| 
| 


I ND E l. 


particular charge, appointed to meet at half paſt nine 
on Monday morning. 
The Committee on the better ordering the Aſſembly. 
houſe, to meet at ten o'clock on Monday morning. 
Report of the Committee on new erections to be called 
for on Monday. | 
Proceeded to conſider the remaining points in the cauſe 
of Dalton. Mr Henderſon's appeal from the ſentence 
of the preſbytery of Lochmaben, refuſing ſome of the 
libellers to withdraw their names from the libel, with- 
drawn. The ſentence of the Synod of Dumfries, re- 
fuſing deciſion on the whole cauſe in the preſent ſtate 
of the proceſs, affirmed. The proof on the part of the 
purſuers declared not. concluded, with the admiſſion 
and examination of the witneſſes whoſe admiſſibility 
has been already determined. The Aſſembly then pro- 
ceeded to conſider Mr Henderſon's appeal from the 
ſentence of the preſbytery of Lochmaben, refuſing to 
read the minutes of preſbytery of the 6th 'of April, on 
the 6th of May; and after reaſoning, found, That in 
reſpect the purſuers did not appear before the preſby- 
tery on the 6th of April, and appeal againſt the n. 
tence then pronounced, the purſuers were not entitled 
on the 6th of May to enter ſuch an appeal; and that 
the preſbytery of Lochmaben did right in refuſing on 
the 6th of May to read the minute of the 6th of A- 
pril: Therefore, affirmed the ſentence of the preſby- 
tery of the 6th of May, and diſmiſſed the appeal: Re- 
ſerving to the purſuers to apply to the preſpytery for 
an act and commiſſion for examining witneſſes i in Eng- 
land and Ireland, as they ſhould fee cauſe. 
A greed to take m the cauſe of Gaben firſt on Mon- 
day. 
The 1 of Mr Daniel Roſe, miniſter * Ding- 
wall, complaining of the Synod of Roſs, for allowing 
the preſbytery of Tain to take Mr James Dallas on 
trials, in order to his being licenſed a probationer of 
this Church, heard. The ſentence of the Synod re- 
verſed; and the preſbytery of Tain, or any other preſ- 
bytery of this Church, diſcharged to take the {aid Mr 
James Dallas on trials, until he produce certificates of 
his having either given cloſe attendance on the Divi- 
nity Hall for the ſpace of four years, or certificates of 
his having continued to proſecute the ſtudy of Divi- 
nity for ſix RO in terms of the Act of Aſſembly 
1782. 
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Agreed, 
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Agreed, after the cauſe of Cathcart, to take up the cauſe 
of Melroſe on Monday, and after that Mr Fortune's 
cauſe, if there be time. 

Adjournment. | 


May 31. 1784. Seff. ult. 
Sederunt. | | 3 3 
Reaſons of diſſent againſt the deciſion on the overtures 
from the Synods of Aberdeen, and Angus and Mearns, 
given in, and openly read, and ordered to lie in re- 
| tentts. 45 | 
The report of the Truſtees for managing the fund for a 
proviſion to miniſter's widows, &c. containing a ſtate 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, again calted 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regi- 
ſtter for that purpoſe. - - . ©” | ; 
'The report of the Viſitors of the Royal Bounty-record, 
called for; the conduct of the Managers approved of, 
and their book ordered to be atteſted. ir 3 
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year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 


atteſted. I 
The report of the Committee for the better ordering of 


of. | ; 45-4 
The report of the Committee appointed to conſider the 
overture concerning the ordination of miniſters with- 


approved of, and ordered to be printed among the 
Acts of Aſſembly. Vide Printed Acts. 
The new overture anent the ordination of elders, called 
| for, given in, and read ; appointed to be tranfmitted 
to Preſbyteries for their conſideration. Vide Printed 
Acts. | | 

The report of the Committee for erecting new pariſhes 
in the Highlands and Iſlands, read; and a new Com- 
mittee appointed to attend to this important affair. 
The report of the Committee on the window and houſe- 
tax given in, and read, and Committee continued ; 
thanks ordered to the Right Honourable Mr Dundas, 


in this affair. | 

The Procurator authoriſed to pay L. 20 Sterling to the 

repreſentatives of Mr Robert Lumſden of Auchen- 
„ dore, 


* 


Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 


The Synod-book of Merſe and Teviotdale ordered to be 


the Aſſembly-houſe was given in, read, and approved 


out a particular charge, called for, given in, and read, 


and Mr Ludovick Grant, junior, for their good offices 


dore, for which he had Gann been ranked as a 
_ creditor on the public funds. 
The account of ſtationary-ware due by the clocks to 
John and Elphinſton Balfours ordered to be paid. 


The account of Mr James Dickſon, Printer for the 


Church, ordered to be paid. 
On a motion, n . to the Committee on the 


Royal Bounty, in reſpect of the particular &ircum- 


ſtances of the united pariſhes of Moy and Dalaroſſie, 
and the ſtate of the country, to give what aſſiſtance is 
in their power to the Preſbytery of Inverneſs, for ha- 
ving the ordinances of religion diſpenſed to the people 
of theſe pariſhes, till the meeting of next Aſſembly. 

An appeal at the inſtance of Colin Rae, Eſq; of Little 
Govan, patron of the pariſh of Cathcart, and others, 

againſt a ſentence of the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, re- 
fuſing to ſuſtain a call in favour of Mr Robert Bucha- 
nan at Leſmahago, to the parifh of Cathcart, heard; 
the ſentence of the Preſbytery reverſed, and the call 
ſuſtained, and the Preſbytery of Glaſgow appointed to 
proceed in a proceſs of tranſportation of Mr Bucha- 
nan, from Leſmahago to Cathcart, with all convenient 
ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church. 

The overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, con- 
cerning the parochial ſchoolmaſters'of Scotland, read, 
The Aſſembly declare, That the parochial ſchoolma- 
ſters are a body of men who have been highly uſeful 
in diffuſing knowledge and learning among the people 
of Scotland; and that, in the opinion of this Aſſem- 
bly, their preſent proviſion for maintenance 1s gene- 
rally too ſmall, and therefore that they deſerve far- 
ther encouragement from the public. 

The cauſe of Melroſe, and Mr Fortune's cauſe, and all 
other cauſes before this Aſſembly, and not determi- 
ned by them, and cauſes remitted by former Aſſem- 
blies, and not determined, referred to the Commiſ- 
ſion, with power to them to judge and finally deter- 
mine therein, 


Liſt of probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 


corded, 2 
Proteſtations admitted. > 


A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 


blies proceedings, at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upon ſuch of the acts of Aſſembly 


as are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being 
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The minutes of this ſederunt were read; the minutes of 
former ſederunts being read at the diets ſubſequent 
thereto. 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the General Aſſembly and: 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next General Aſſembly of this Church to 
meet on May 19. 1785. 

The Aſſembly concluded with ne, ſinging a pſalm, 
and pronouncing the bleſſing. 
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